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ow 6 it may be, nn - 
"ſeveral accounts, that funeral ſolemi :: i $ 
ties are performed by an affectionate | _ 
nd, it is truly a difficult. ſervice; but the 1 


| Lord is all-ſficient;.[1 alſo hops, ſor pr | 


| candid, x patient, and ſerious attentios.”- 5 | 8 1 
IAM now to addreſs you on the moſt for- a 1 
wl event that has befallen this congrega , i 
tion was February 10, 1742-3, when i it pleaſ- Pl. = if 
ed the Lord of the harveſt to call up to his pre 
ſence the late Reverend Mr. John Needham, ä 
once the guide of my youth, and many years 
che beloved and ſucceſsful paſtor of the church k 
then: meeting, here. It was the divine pleaſure — 
ſoon to make up that melancholy breach, bß 9 
the miſſion of a youth, whoſe promiſing ta- 1 
lents hath not deceived us, being juſtified bvß!ß ß 
a a judi cious and e miniſtry, from his el 
K entrance 


* 


— — D = r - -=2 - —— 
en cron — — — A — 5 — — ds 
OY — —— d r — 
Ike 6 I - & 
— b - 


— mtg SETS. — 


— ̃ — —— 


- 
{7a IEEE CIS 


1 bk P 7 4 
@ : 
* 
ogy — ods FI IIS — — = —— — 
—— —L——2 —u—p— ——— I—Z—=.ͥꝛů̃ nts — 1 
AMD ce * * A EW 5 
INS 


> * - 1 


* 
4 8 2 2 . 5 ! : * E 845 12 N "i 8 ny 


- - 2 4 28 « E x [4 4 5 P25 : * 1 2 1 : 7 0 LY . x 
P ys 5 
- 
- Nin "NE - 
4 41 7 5 REM 1 
4 1 rc 
* * 5 . * * 8 9 
+ * 
5 N ; f oa SABLE Key att 
by 


i 1 N among y « 80 0 1 ft wa 
# which has now taken place. 
in the carnage of death, even among 
* 1 the heralds of life Here is another ſpoil of the 
= . enemy! 8 Moſes. my ſervant is dead, faith 
E -.'- te Lord. Then Joſhus recefv ves. his 
commimen; but, was Joſhi. to ue 
F ever? After many exploits in the ſery 11 
1 IG. » the Lord and his a he alſo died, and . 
vs buried in the border of his inheritance, 
=. Þ_ In" like-mariner the” corps of our Reverend 
= dear Brothe! ties hid in the grave? he is filent 
1 e duſt. No more ſhall we ſee his. once 
torid and amiable countenance ; of again be 
. ſaluted with his weet, though maſculine voice, 
proclaiming the tidings of grace and ſalva- 
tion? But need 1 add to your grief? Much 
rather would I comfort you, and what more 
is adapted to chear our ſpirits, than a pro- 
ſpect by faith of the bliſs he enjoys: by this 
_ chidige?''To this purpoſe I ſhall explain, "il- 
—_ - lſtrate, and apply the delightful paſſage be- 
doc ds; and may the Spirit pf life" and glory 
Ws. render. it effeeual't6 * the comfort a 2 
iin every one preſent. ET -- 
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and Paul at Antioch, chap. xiii. 38. of the 
ame ſacred hiſtory: it ſtands connected with 
the verſes immediately preceding, and refer- 
1 red to the Meſſiah, is expreſſive of his high | 
joy, in a certain foreſight of the glory which 
was to follow his ſufferings, as I apprehend, 
: both before ;and after his reſurrection. This 
5 JOY, we are told, . was ſet before him when 
2 he endured the croſs,” Heb. xii. Ye: And 
for this he pleads, John xvii. 5 
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may be uſeful to obſerve, that of all human 


: bodies which are laid i in the g grave, it Wag PR 
culiar to that of our Saviour to be releaſed 
from the bands of death, before it ſaw, cor- 


ruption: and indeed, as Peter declares, Acts 


| li. 24. Mets it was not poſſible that he ſhould, be 


2 t holden of it.“ A glorious. truth this, con-: ; 


raining much of the myſtery of the goſpel, and 


the conſolation of the faithful. It was im- 


poſſible in ſeveral reſpects. 5 It was naturally 
. impoſſible, on account of the deity of our 
Lord, and the victory he obtained oper 
enemy by the blood of his croſs. It was like-" . 
wile morally impoſſibly, when we conſider the 
divine decrees, the prophecies concerning 
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Lo and the end for which be wah 1 
unto death, and, Which i is the crowning article, . 


having made ample ſatisfaction by his atone- 
ment for the ſins of his people, whoſe ſurety 
. he Was, the equitable cauſe of his confine- | 
ment was tatally and finally removed; it was 
therefore alſo J:gally impoſſible that he ſhould 

be detained; and accordingly! be roſe again 
the third day, as foretold by the prophets, 

| particularly i in that famous verſe, the 10th of 


this Pſalm, 4 Neither wilt thou ſuffer thine 


0 1 e e One to ſee corruption.” EOS” 


Bor while his body lay entombed, wt his 


ſoul aſleep with it, or was it forſaken during 
the ſolemn interval? Nor i is there any ground 
for that popiſh notion of its deſcending into 
Hell among the damned ; yet ſomewhere it 


was, and although its ſeparate ſtate was but 


| | tranſitory, even but a few. days only; it 
ſeems unreaſonable to deny that its bliſs, 


during that period, had a ſhare in the 
concern and Joy of our Riclemer: and we 
1 by his anſwer to the penitent tbief at 
mount Calvary, Luke xxili. 43. that on the 
day he expired he afcended to his kingdom. : 
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ot ede and this I hy is at | 
13 leaſt included in the clauſe which introduces the 


tent: Thou wilt ſhew me the path of life.” 
We render i it from Peter, Ads i ii. 28. Thou 


X {i wilt make known to me the ways of life.” 
i. e. experimentally: thus P alm I. 23. i. 


-6 him that ordereth his converſation aright, 


Iwill bew my falvation :” that is, be ſhall be 


ſaved in the d y of judgment; which is the aw- 
ful ſubject of that divine ſong. In like manner 
here, ro be ſhewn the path of life, is not to be 


| _ underſtood by way of instruction; ; in this 
ſenſe goſpel miniſters | "ſhew unto men "the ; 


way of ſalvation z but it is taken practically i in 


the paſſage” before us; and it amounts to an 
aſſurance of entering into life, even a life of 


| bleſſedneſs and glory in a future ſtate of ex- 
iſtence. This the ſoul of Jeſos certainly. did. 
the moment of its exit from the body, which 
he left nailed to the tree. \ 


Now this life,” as diſtinguiſhed from Kk 4 
ever may be enjoyed in the preſent world, | 
| eſſentially conſiſts in being in the divine pre- 


ſence; not as it-is now, by faith, but in a 
9905 of mn or Flight, as Geclaes, Reb Laar. + 
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bt head. and its „ ge. need 
no be told that Chriſt entered i into heaven as 
te forerunner of his pe ople to receive them to 
Slory. No doubt, then, the, joy of the Se 
Kemer, i in a view of his own glorified huma- 
nity, either in a ſeparate or re · united ſtate, ex- 
tended to chat of his choſen, whom he loved, 
and for whom-he Jaid down. his life, that they 
might be conformed to his image. It is there 
fore j in a perfect conſiſtence with its prophetic 
ſenſe, that I conſider the wards. as expreſſiye of 
the, Plalmiſt's confidence of his own- future 
happineſs, on a proſpect by faith, of this glory 
of the Meſnah, his Lord, whom he truſted, 
for that David was a believer. as well as a 
prophet, will ſcarce be denied... Th us the 
paſſage i is red uced to the experience and hope ; 
of every chriſtian; and conſeg ently. preſents 
us with the ſtate of our departed brother, 
which comes up to the intention of ane 5 
5 of the ſubject. 5 1 
Oon text is an 1 Ri Was de- | 
{eription of the ſaint's future bliſs; in the 
Contemplation of which each believer may 
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